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Contact Information:  
 

President 
Vacant  
 

Vice President 
Margy Hamilton  629-0807 
 E-mail  mhamilton@pyramid.net 
 

Secretary/Treasurer/Newsletter 
Linda Mulkey  629-0817 
 E-mail  llmulkey@yahoo.com 
 

Directors 
Ricky Bailey  629-0283 
 E-mail  rrmorgans@msn.com 
 

Mandy Brinnand  629-9696 
    sunstream3@yahoo.com 
 
 

Kelli Lyon   629-0865 
 E-mail  stevanlyon1@juno.com 
 

Marie McIntyre  629-9705 
 E-mail  mariemadmam@aol.com 
 

Photographer 
James Hamilton  629-0807 
 E-mail  mhamilton@pryamid.net 
 

Webmaster 
Bob Retzer   690-9894 
 E-mail  info@hdhorsemen.org 
 

Sargeant-At-Arms 
Greg Holp   241-0926 
 E-mail  equineherbs@charter.net 
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Wendy Holp has resigned as President.  
The position will be filled shortly.  In the 
meantime, Margy Hamilton is acting 
President. 
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Beware the Wind 
By the Editors of EQUUS magazine  

Protect your horses from winter's wicked winds.  

Wind is the universal calling card of winter. With or 
without snow, sleet and/or rain, gusty weather can be 
a deceptively harsh force visited upon your horses. 
Three potential health hazards come blowing in the 
wind.  

Loss of body heat. Wind chills horses by blowing sur-
face heat away from their bodies as quickly as it can 
be generated. Winds strong enough to ruffle winter 
coats leave horses even colder by sapping heat re-
serves normally trapped under thick hair layers. Com-
bine such a wind with moisture in one form or another, 
and the chilling effects are even more drastic. When 
they can, horses stand with their rumps to the wind, 
using their tails to block the gusts. This natural protec-
tion is effective enough for unclipped horses, but a 
windbreak, such as a run-in shed or a stand of ever-
green trees, gives them the best protection. Closely 
clipped horses require blanketing in cool, windy 
weather, starting at about 50 degrees Fahrenheit. 

Eye irritation. Gusty wind stirs up dirt and dust that 
can irritate a horse's eyes. Conjunctivitis, the inflam-
mation of the tissues surrounding the eyeball, com-
monly results when a horse rubs his eyes in response 
to windblown irritants. Again, a windbreak reduces this 
hazard, but a fly mask is even better, providing mobile 
protection during gusty weather. 

Flying or falling objects,  Strong winds increase a 
field-kept horse's risk of bodily harm. Aged or weakly 
rooted trees can lose large limbs or be blown over by 
fierce gusts, and pastured horses near them may not 
have enough warning to clear the area before they fall. 
Lightweight or "balloony" equipment and materials, 
such as empty water troughs, buckets, loose roofing 
material and tarps, may be picked up by the wind to 
spook your horses and possibly cause injury, either 
through direct hits or by scaring them into harm's way. 
Shoddily constructed or poorly maintained buildings 
can come tumbling down in high winds, especially if 
snow or ice builds up on the roof. When high winds 
are forecast for your area, stable or pasture your 
horses in your safest areas, and batten down potential 
flying objects. In general, keep your buildings weather 
worthy and your trees pruned of deadwood.  

This article first appeared in EQUUS 278, December 2000.  
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A Sad Note 
By Mandy Brinnand 

 

I felt it was important to inform people that breed 
paints, quarter horses or minis to have their horses 
tested before breeding no matter what coloring pat-
tern they have.  UC Davis has confirmed a lethal 
white foal born to a mini horse and two quarter 
horses, so you’re not safe unless you have your 
horses tested.  If your horse is positive for OLWS, 
you just need to ensure the other parent is nega-
tive.   
 
If both parents are positive for OLWS, you have a 
25% chance of having a lethal white, if neither or 
only one is positive you have 0% chance of a lethal 
white.  More information and a form to submit hair 
samples to have your horse tested is available at 
the UC Davis website at:  www.vgl.ucdavis.edu.  
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Sizzlin Tradition with a lethal white filly 

 

This is a sad note, but I felt it was important to in-
clude.  This morning at 10:00 am, my paint mare, 
Sizzlin Tradition, had a beautiful filly.  The mare had 
no problem foaling, in fact it was a textbook foaling 
and couldn’t have gone any smoother.  Unfortu-
nately, as soon as I saw the foal, I knew it was in 
trouble - It was pure white.  The sire of this white 
filly is a “Frame Overo”  paint with a large amount of 
white on his belly.  I knew the stallion was Overo 
Lethal White Syndrome (OLWS) positive, but be-
cause my paint mare is not a frame overo and is in 
fact a sabino overo with not a lot of white on her, I 
figured she was negative.  I sent a DNA sample to 
UC Davis to be tested, but the mare came into heat 
so I had her bred.  She was confirmed in foal when 
I received the test results back from UC DAVIS and 
was surprised that she was positive for OLWS. 
 
 With both parents positive for OLWS, there was a 
25% chance of having a lethal white foal, but a 75% 
of a normal foal, so I decided to take the risk. So, 
the sad end to this story is that I am now headed to 
the vet to have this fully formed, beautiful, active 
little filly put down.  Lethal white foals have intesti-
nal tract abnormalities and the intestinal tract nor-
mally doesn’t follow through to the rectum, so the 
foal cannot pass feces.   
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