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Contact Information: 
 

President 
Tony Sumner          423-9381 
      E-mail         sumnera@cccomm.net 
 

Vice President 
Vince Pirozzi           841-3563     
      E-mail         pirozzi143@msn.com 
 

Secretary 
Anne Martins           246-4247 
      E-mail         mustangmommy@sbcglobal.net 
 

Treasurer 
Margy Hamilton       629-0807 
      E-mail         mhamilton@pyramid.net 
 

Directors 
Mandy Brinnand      629-9696 
      E-mail         sunstream3@yahoo.com 
 

Kelli Lyon                629-0865 
      E-mail         stevanlyon1@juno.com 
 

Linda Mulkey           629-0817 
      E-mail         llmulkey@yahoo.com 
 
 

Kelly Knapp       775-246-3468    
      E-mail         k.d.carver@worldnet.att.net 
 
 

Bonnie Replogle      882-6604     
      E-mail         twoandahalfmustangs@msn.com 
 

Webmaster 
Bob Retzer              690-9894 
      E-mail         bob@lacyjdalton.com 
               
 

Newsletter Editor 
Linda Mulkey           629-0817 
      E-mail         llmulkey@yahoo.com 
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President’s Corner 
 

DEFINING HORSEMANSHIP 
 

Horsemanship means many things to many people, and ask 5 different people and you’ll get 10 differ-
ent answers. But I’m going to go out on a limb and define what it means to me: 
 

“Horsemanship is the least application of pressure, to achieve the highest level of control, in the 
shortest amount of time, and all the while maintaining the physical and mental health of the horse”. 
 

Now, before I get a hundred emails accusing me of all kinds of wild and woolly atrocities, let me explain 
myself.  
 

My goal with horsemanship is purely selfish: maintain the integrity of my body whilst participating in 
various horse activities. Playing dirt dart is to be avoided at all times, along with speaking to the hoof, 
or teeth for that matter. In other words its about Safety, not Snobbishness. True, I enjoy winning on my 
horse, but my primary goal is to stay alive.  
 

The horse with the highest level of control and the calmest state of mind has the highest likelihood of 
achieving that goal. The training program that produces the highest level of control, with the least 
amount of resistance has the highest likelihood of success. And the person with the greatest number of 
backup plans, is the most likely to stay alive and un-hurt. 
 

Let’s compare the rider of a bridle-less horse capable of executing a reining pattern, with a rider on a 
barrel racer in a tie-down and shank bit. And we’re going to ask these riders to go through a trail trial. 
Who do you think would have the highest possibility of being hurt? The rider on the calm, quiet, trust-
ing, easily and psychologically controlled horse? Or the rider on the over-sensitized, hyped up, me-
chanically controlled, star gazing meth-head who loves to run? Not that there is anything wrong with 
barrel racers, they are just predominantly a hair’s breadth away from disaster, in my mind. And I’m 
scared to ride them. (I wonder how many of them have been taught the one rein stop?) 
 

The reiner can use a bridle, the one rein stop, rely on a trusting relationship with his horse, and have 
more than a modicum of assurance that months, if not years, of training for control are going to keep 
him or her safe. What does the barrel racer have? Where is his or her plan B? And if there is no plan B, 
is the next destination a face plant in the dirt? I’m sure there are quiet, safe barrel racing horses out 
there, I just haven’t seen one yet. And living on the edge is just not for me. 
 

And that’s my point, choose a training program that has your, and your horse’s best interests at heart. 
Especially choose a program that gets the job done quickly, there is just so much to teach, and we 
want you as safe as possible as quickly as possible. 
 

All the money in the world can’t buy a healthy you or a healthy horse, once the boundaries of normal 
health have been exceeded. A Safe HDH member is a Happy HDH member. 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                  ���������������� 
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This is a picture of 
Harold Roy Miller 
doing cowboy po-
etry at the Elks 
lodge in Grass 
Valley California 



������� ����		
����
���

�/
�1(
+��*+9:�$-$�;��2)
��&�0$-$�<=�>=>��

We had a great work crew for the bleach-
ers.  Everyone worked until we ran out of 
bolts.  Then we had a potluck lunch with 
Marty Martins cooking the cheeseburgers.  
Then we headed out for a ride.  The wind 
came up, but in spite of it, we had a good 
time.  Thank you to everyone who worked. 

Anne & Marty Martins, Jamie, Holly & Ken Buettner, Cherokee Tran, 
Margy Hamilton, Bonnie Replogle, Linda Mulkey 
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